
What are the DELEs?
The DELEs (Diplomas de Español como Lengua
Extranjera), issued by Spain’s Ministry of Education,
offer official accreditation of mastery of the Spanish
language for citizens of countries in which Spanish is
not the official language. The examinations, offered at
three levels, test your ability to read, write, speak and
understand Spanish.

- Certificado Inicial
Intermediate level
Certifies sufficient proficiency to cope with a range of 
situations requiring elementary use of the language.

- Diploma Básico
High intermediate level
Certifies suffucient proficiency to communicate in
everyday situations in which specialized usage is not
required.

- Diploma Superior
Advanced level
Certifies sufficient proficiency to communicate in 
situations requiring advanced use of Spanish and
understanding of Spanish culture.

What is the DELE exam?
The examination for obtaining the DELEs (Inicial,
Básico, and Superior) consists of five sections.
- reading comprehension
- written expression
- listening comprehension
- grammar and vocabulary
- oral expression
Agrade of “no apto” (unsatisfactory) on any one of the
sections constitutes failure of the entire exam. All five
sections must be retaken at a future date.

Who recognizes the DELEs?
Over 20,000 people have taken the DELE exams in
fifty countries and one hundred fifty cities throughout
the world. The diplomas are recognized by official
institutions of Spanish-speaking countr ies and,
increasingly, by corporations, chambers of commerce,
and educational institutions in the United States.
Several American universities award course credit for
the diplomas or require them of Spanish majors.

Who may take the DELE exams?
Applicants must provide proof of citizenship in a 
country in which Spanish is not the official language
(anyone with a United States passport is eligible).
Applicants for the Diploma Superior must be sixteen
years of age or older. There is no minimum age
requirement for the Certificado Inicial or the Diploma
Básico.

Fees
$86 Certificado Inicial
$107 Diploma Basico
$127 Diploma Superior

Examination Dates
May 11
Exams for Certificado Inicial, Diploma Básico and
Diploma Superior
Register by April 5

November 9
Exams for Certificado Inicial, Diploma Básico and
Diploma Superior
register by October 4

Examination Sites
(New York will register applicants for all examination
sites except Chicago and Albuquerque)
Albuquerque, NM New York, NY
Boca Raton, FL Omaha, NE
Boston,MA Presque Isle, ME
Chicago, IL Salem, MA
Coral Gables, FL San Fransisco, CA
Downington, PA Seattle, WA
Indianapolis, IN Washington, D.C.
Los Angeles, CA

Additional Information
Information concerning the DELE exams can
also be found on the Internet at the following
sites:

w w w. c e r v a n t e s . e s / i n t e r n e t / a c a d / m a r _ e n s e n a . h t m
General information on the exams, the countries,
cities, centers that participate, and sample test
formats and prices.

c v c . c e r v a n t e s . e s / a u l a / d e l e
Practice exams at all levels, this site gives an
indication of the level and format for each exam.

If you would like materials from past 
examinia tions, the test formats must be 
requested directly from the Universidad de
Salamanca. Please speci fy the number of 
samples you require.

Cursos Internacionales
Universidad de Salamanca
Patio de las Escuelas menores, s/n
37008 Salamanca, Spain

Tel +34-923-294418
Fax +34-923-294504
E-mail: dele@cursos.usal.es

Also available for preparing for the exams is the
book Preparacion para los Diplomas de Español
como Lengua Extranjera (Preparation for the
DELE) as well as audio cassettes. For more 
information on how to obtain these materials,
please contact:

EDELSA
Plaza Ciudad de Salta, 3
28043 Madrid, Spain

Tel +34-91-416-5511
Fax +34-91-416-5411
E-mail: edelsa@edelsa.es

mailto:dele@cursos.usal.es
mailto:edelsa@edelsa.es


Instituto Cervantes
122 East 42nd Street, Suite 807
New York, NY 10168
Tel: 212-689-4232 ext. 6
Fax: 212-545-8837
E-mail: classprogram@cervantes.org

Instituto Cervantes
John Hancock Center
875 Michigan Avenue, Suite 2940
Chicago, IL 60611
Tel: 312-335-1996
Fax: 312-587-1992
E-mail: chicago@cervantes1.org

Instituto Cervantes
National Hispanic Cultural Center of
New Mexico
1701 4th Street SW
Albuquerque, NM 87102
Tel: 505-246-2261
Fax: 505-246-2613
E-mail: efugate@hcc.state.nm.us

Consejeria de Educación
2375 Pennsylvania Ave. NW
Washington, D.C. 20037
Tel: 202-728-2335
Fax: 202-728-2313
E-mail: eva@spainembedu.org

Agreduria de Educación
6300 Wilshire Blvd., Suite 1740
Los Angeles, CA 90048
Tel: 323-852-6997
Fax: 213-852-0759
E-mail: mcheca@mecla.org

Oficina de Educación
1405 Sutter Street
San Fransisco, CA 94109
Tel: 415-922-2038
Fax: 415-931-9706
E-mail: ofiedusf@2xtreme.net

Agregaduria de Educación
2655 Le Jeune Road, Suit 1008
Coral Gables, FL 33134
Tel: 305-448-2146
Fax: 305-445-0508
E-mail: mgarcia@eduoffice.org

Downingtown Middle School
115 Rock Raymon Road
Downingtown, PA 19335
Tel: 610-518-0685
Tel: 717-291-5689
Fax: 610-518-0726/2597
E-mail: delepenna@aol.com

Indiana University/Purdue
University at Indianapolis
Department of Foreign Languages
425 University Boulevard
Indianapolis, IN 46202
Tel: 317-274-0421
Fax: 317-274-2347
E-mail: manton@iupui.edu

Univ. of Massachusetts, Boston
Department of Hispanic Studies
100 Morrisey Boulevard
Boston, MA 02125
Tel: 617-287-7555
Fax: 617-287-7565
E-mail: reyes.coll-tellechea@umb.edu

Salem State College
352 Lafayette Street
Salem, MA 01970
Tel: 978-542-6804
E-mail: fatima.serra@salem.mass.edu

University of Nebraska at Omaha
Department of Foreign Languages
6001 Dodge Street
Omaha, NE 68182
Tel: 402-554-4841
Fax: 402-554-3296
E-mail: egarcia@mail.unomaha.edu

Lynn University
3601 North Military Trail
Boca Raton, FL 33431
Tel: 561-237-7205
Fax: 561-237-7216
E-mail: ghelguero@lynn.edu

University of Maine at Presque Isle
181 Main Street
Presque Isle, ME 04769
Tel: 207-768-9412
Fax: 207-768-9433
E-mail:lavieri@polaris.umpi.maine.edu

University of Washington
Center of Spanish Studies
Padelford C - 224 Box 354360
Seattle, WA 98195
Tel: 206-221-6571
Fax: 206-685-7054
E-mail:spnrectr@u.washington.edu

For additional information or to register, contact one of the following
offices (New York will register applicants for all examination sites
except Chicago and Albuquerque):

Instituto Cervantes
The Spanish Cultural Center in New York

DELE 2002

If you know Spanish
but do not have a certificate
to prove it...

If you have studied Spanish
but do not know your level of
proficiency...

If your workplace
requires a certificate of Spanish
proficiency...

If you want a
Spanish language diploma
valid throughout the world...

...then you need to take 
the DELE exam

Spanish Ministry of
Education and Culture
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